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bourg and La Gaze come to breakfast for the purpose of knowing my sentiments on public affairs. At dinner I hear the news from Brabant, viz , that the imperial troops had been much worsted, and that the people have declared independence. This latter part is certain, for I read the declaration, or rather part of it."
" Spend the morning [November 6th] with Le Coulteux adjusting the form of a contract for flour with M. Necker, which is to be copied and sent with a note from me. Return home after three to dress, then go to M. de Montmo-rin's. Luckily the dinner has been kept back on account of some members of the jEtats-Ge'neraux or Assemblee. After dinner he asks me why I do not come oftener. He wishes much to converse with me. He is engaged to dine abroad next Tuesday, but any other day, etc. Chat with Madame de Beaumont, his daughter, who is a sprightly, sensible woman, and at six take Madame de Flahaut to the opera, where I am so weak as to shed tears at a pantomime representation of the * Deserters.1 So true it is that action is the great art of oratory. Go from the opera to Madame de Chastellux's ; the Comtesse de Segur has been there with her children ; all disappointed at not seeing me ; this is civil, but I am sorry not to have met them. The Duchess has left her reproof ; all that is well enough. Madame tells me that the Prussian General Schlefer, who commanded the army of 10,000 men sent to quiet the troubles of Liege, after a few executions which restored order, harangued his troops, thanked them for their zeal, and then, by reason of the disordered state of Ms master's finances, disbanded them ; but in consideration of their former services, left them their arms, baggage, etc., and gave them a month's pay to maintain them on their journey home. In the astonishment naturally resulting from such an event the patriots of Brabant offered them very advanta- except her father."
